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Hainan Province Issues the Reference Index System for Market Competition Assessment (2024 Edi-
tion)
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SAMR’s Pilot Work on Antitrust Reviews of Concentrations of Undertakings: Steady Improvement in
Efficiency and Quality
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Fujian Province Passes the Fair Competition Promotion Regulation of Fujian Province
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ECJ Rules to Annul the €1.06 Billion Antitrust Fine on Intel for Abuse of Market Dominance, Intel
Wins the Appeal
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Competition Commission of India Approves Reliance-Disney Media Assets Merger with Conditions
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The National Data Administration Issues a Notice on Soliciting Public Opinions on the Interpretation
of Nouns in the Data Field
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The SAC/TC260 Issues Two Institutional Documents Network Security Standard Committee <Network
Security Standard Practice Guide> Document Management Measures and Standard Participating Units
Management Measures
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The Beijing Internet Court Reports on the Handling of Cases Related to Personal Information and Data
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The National Data Group Alliance Is Established
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Two Companies Violates the Data Security Law and Are Punished by the Zhengzhou Cyberspace Ad-
ministration Office
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Garante Fines Selectra €80, 000 for Unlawfully Making Backups of Employee Emails
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Irish Data Protection Commission Fines Linkedin Ireland €310 Million
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Supreme Court Case: Successful Mediation of Intellectual Property Dispute Totalling 138 Million Yuan
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Supreme Court Case: Determination of Conduct Involving Unauthorized Copying and Removal of Com-
pany Trade Secrets from Business Premises

FIERES: BREFARERNEREEH “FEDE” TELEFHD

Shenzhen Court Case: First Domestic Judgment on Unfair Competition in Cross-Border E-commerce
Related to "Fake Reviews and Fictitious Transactions"
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Guangdong Court Case: Medium and Technique Are Not Considered for Originality in Works; Highest
Court Reassigns Copyright of Chaozhou Woodcarving Design to Original Designer of the Drawing

AIPPIH# 7 A0 iR P A 2 3t (20244 AIPPIAT M 2 D0)
AIPPI World Intellectual Property Congress Adopts the "2024 AIPPI Hangzhou Resolution"
X EEANFAT R E R SDCHE A “HBEFERE” BIRAR, CHNLFIE

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Rules Marvel and DC's Jointly Held "Superhero" Trademark Invalid,
Now in the Public Domain
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2024F10A23H, BEHEATHREEEREMNATHE, EAGEHNL (GmaaHZ BT
REZRRANETHEFRATESZTBTER Q024550 ) C(“(EFHEF) 7))
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BETENIRBHEX T RN TFENLR, §ENEHRITRT ISR ETHE,
REFERNRUT IR F RN FEREA. (EEEL)

Hainan Province Issues the Reference Index System for Market Competition As-
sessment (2024 Edition)

On October 23, 2024, the official website of the Hainan Administration for Market Regulation an-
nounced the issuance of the Reference Index System for Market Competition Assessment by the General
Office of Fair Competition Committee of the Hainan Free Trade Port (2024 Edition) (“the Reference

Index ). The Reference Index was developed by the General Office of the Fair Competition Committee
of the Hainan Free Trade Port, basing on the realities of the Hainan Free Trade Port while drawing on
the experience of market competition assessment in developed regions both domestically and interna-
tionally. The Reference Index aims at conducting the work of assessing market competition situations
normatively and effectively as well as magnifying the guiding and encouraging effect of such assess-
ments in terms of optimizing the market competition environment. (More)

THRERRARZREEFR TR 2 FERBARI R

2024F10A21H, EXTREEELR (“THRELR” ) X ALEFETHRAZHIHE
FHT SR, THEREOR, E20248A 10T R ELAAESRAZHUKX, HENHETYH
EE R R T 7 F & E 48541, Eﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁﬁz%ﬂﬂ%;mm@é%%§?ﬁ¥%
XE, FENEARERVYPALEE, FERELLZRA, ZETRGATRAERE, 244
FRABEEMKRE, (EEEL)

SAMR’s Pilot Work on Antitrust Reviews of Concentrations of Undertakings:
Steady Improvement in Efficiency and Quality

On October 21, 2024, the State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) released the mid-term
evaluation results of its pilot entrusted work on antitrust review of concentrations of undertakings. The
results indicate the following: since the SAMR launched the pilot review work on August 1, 2022, in
the period of two years SAMR has entrusted 854 cases for review to local authorities, accounting for
57.74% of all cases throughout the same period; in 2024, the average time for case acceptance and re-
view completion of entrusted cases has significantly decreased compared to the initial phase of the en-
trustment, demonstrating substantial improvement in review efficiency; additionally, the compliance
awareness of undertakings has increased, and a stronger competitive environment of the whole society
has been fostered. (More)



https://amr.hainan.gov.cn/yw/gzdt/202410/t20241023_3753994.html
https://amr.hainan.gov.cn/yw/gzdt/202410/t20241023_3753994.html
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/YYBjkRo7i9v-1M9l5pf3JA?scene=25#wechat_redirect
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/YYBjkRo7i9v-1M9l5pf3JA?scene=25#wechat_redirect
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Fujian Province Passes the Fair Competition Promotion Regulation of Fujian Prov-
ince

On October 18, 2024, the official website of the Fujian Provincial People’s Congress announced the ap-
proval of the Fair Competition Promotion Regulation of Fujian Province (“the Regulation’), which will
take effect on December 1, 2024. The Regulation is the first regional regulation enacted following the

issuance of the national Fair Competition Review Regulation. The Regulation consists of seven chap-
ters, namely General Provisions, Fair Competition Environment, Fair Competition Conduct, Fair Com-
petition Review, Supervision and Regulation, Legal Liability, and Supplementary Provision, totaling
forty-five articles. The Regulation includes specific provisions to regulate administrative monopolistic
conducts that hinder the free flow of production factors, introduces an innovative chapter explicitly
specifying requirements for building a fair competition environment, and encourages collaboration
among business entities, administrative agencies, and judicial authorities to foster a fair competition en-
vironment. (More)

BR B 3 e A R SR X E R AR 10,610 R T R ZHT ST 3K, e R

2024410 A 24 H, B ¥ FIREREKMNEE (European Court of Justice, ECJ) %t % % Z& 5 &4 xf 3%
R R AT B R WAL T 1E b — % Ak, %38 T (General Court) — % #UsH il iy #l, 3¢
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ZWTR, REZR2MERAELF, TRLTREAREFER ZWMMAATTEERFT Y,
FEERIEEIEEFEA;, 5L, KNERKEREZ R 2423 LIFiEK. (EEES)

ECJ Rules to Annul the €1.06 Billion Antitrust Fine on Intel for Abuse of Market
Dominance, Intel Wins the Appeal

On October 24, 2024, the appellate court of the European Union, European Court of Justice (“the ECJ”)
issued the second-instance judgement concerning the European Commission’s (“the EC”) antitrust fine



http://www.fjrd.gov.cn/ct/63-190394
http://www.fjrd.gov.cn/ct/63-190394
http://www.fjrd.gov.cn/ct/63-190394
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2024-10/cp240185en.pdf
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on Intel, upholding the first-instance decision by the General Court to annul the fine, thereby securing
a final victory for Intel. On May 13, 2009, the EC determined that Intel had abused its dominant posi-
tion on the market for x86 microprocessors by granting, inter alia, loyalty rebates to its customers and
to a desktop computer distributor, therefore it imposed a €1.06 billion fine on Intel. On June 12, 2014,
the General Court dismissed Intel’s action against that EC decision. On 6 September 2017, ECJ set
aside that dismissal decision. After hearing the case, the General Court annulled the antitrust fine of
€1.06 billion in its entirety on January 26, 2022. The EC subsequently brought an appeal and claimed
that the General Court’s review of the antitrust fine was vitiated by issues such as procedural irregular-
ities, errors of law and distortion of the evidence. Ultimately, the ECJ rejected all grounds of appeal
raised by the EC. (More)

BERSZRSMARENEGIRA G T REERE ~H R

20244F10A22H, #EHEAKRRE, HWEFFZ 72 (Competition Commission of India) IF = [ff 5
HHENEEXEA S EREREFHINE, FRXAHERE . K68 QR E R AN
BWRARAR N E R, ARERERIME, HEGLERA S+ KRBT — A7 AE, W
BHECAEAME, AEERA) F B T 2% & G0 AZ 0 AR 3R R 3 O 8 2 4
RIEERA BB VNHRATSFEENFHFT T 6 LMo BKEFN SFEKETEGEWN
KF., (BEEEZS)

Competition Commission of India Approves Reliance-Disney Media Assets Merger
with Conditions

On October 22, 2024, according to media reports, the Competition Commission of India (“CCI”) has
officially approved the merger of media assets between Reliance Industries and Walt Disney with cer-
tain conditions and published the notice of decision. The merger will create the largest media and en-
tertainment entity in India. To secure regulatory approval, Reliance and Disney will fulfill a series of
commitments, such as the divestiture of seven television channels, refraining from bundling advertis-
ing slots for key cricketing properties until the expiration of the current broadcasting agreements, and
ensuring not to increase ad rates to unreasonable levels on their TV and digital platforms during the
period of the existing contracts. (More)

W 4 %2 2 5 3 #E A H Cybersecurity and Data Protection

ERKERHRAAT AL ATFER (REARLZFARE) RILOAE

20245 10A21H, BEXHZFER X AHEM (BEAL L HBEREY (ULTEKNA (410 #
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https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2024-10/cp240185en.pdf
https://www.pymnts.com/cpi-posts/india-oks-reliance-disney-mega-merger-with-conditions-including-sale-of-tv-channels/
https://www.pymnts.com/cpi-posts/india-oks-reliance-disney-mega-merger-with-conditions-including-sale-of-tv-channels/
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The National Data Administration Issues a Notice on Soliciting Public Opinions on
the Interpretation of Nouns in the Data Field

On 21 October 2024, the National Data Administration released information to solicit public opinions
on the Interpretation of Nouns in the Data Field (“Interpretation”), and the deadline for feedback is 20
November 2024. The Interpretation defines the terms of 41 data fields, among them, “data interaction”
is defined as the process of communication and collaboration in the form of data; “integration of lake
and warehouse” is defined as a new type of open storage architecture, connects the data warehouse and
data lake, integrates the data warehouse and the flexibility of the data lake, and thus brings more con-
venience for data management.(More)

LEMEZRZERN (NLZFE<NBREFEZREF>XHEESE) (FES
Ee gAY F2T0H E X

2024410A21H, 2BENZWHEMN AL AR, HELERL2024FFE TR S, MBLAH
B ( (MR ELZEREH) XHEE E) (UTENR (BHEELE) ) . (HES
ExmERpR) F2RERCFEXHH#TTBIT. (BFHEEEAZE) B EEAREMNE L 2% E
EAARE, ME L2 EFMEHE LM, SHENERTEMERTERMIR, &R EMNE RS
e AFESERMNERNZE) EENENE L2 ERTEFE L B ALY L5 i 2 A& 2R #
HEF, REMERE TENFRME. AEE. ZHYE, BRANENLAEFARE. (EEE
%)

The SAC/TC260 Issues Two Institutional Documents Network Security Standard
Committee <Network Security Standard Practice Guide> Document Management
Measures and Standard Participating Units Management Measures

On 21 October 2024, the SAC/TC260 secretariat issued a notice. To implement the 2024 annual work
priorities, the secretariat organized a revision of two institutional documents: the Network Security
Standard Committee <Network Security Standard Practice Guide> Document Management Measures
(the “Guidelines Management Measures”) and the Standard Participating Units Management
Measures. The Guidelines Management Measures aims to publicize cybersecurity related standards and
knowledge and provide standardized practice guidance around the themes of cyber security laws and
regulations and standards, cyber security hot spots and events. The Standard Participating Units Man-
agement Measures aims to standardize the national standards of network security, and encourage more
units to effectively participate in the standard compilation process, improve the openness, fairness and
transparency of the standard compilation work, and improve the practicability and quality of the stand-
ards.(More)



https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/uMcMcauaM6Hy0E-3vJMvyw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/uMcMcauaM6Hy0E-3vJMvyw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/hm6CDtupovkAX_68zLzjFw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/hm6CDtupovkAX_68zLzjFw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/hm6CDtupovkAX_68zLzjFw
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2024F10A30H, HFEKMERBTFI NP AGCERKERAZCFEFAFAANR S, AR
THEAEHWFEERRER, A/ \RAMEF, FER, MTABERFEFFFELERERA
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FFe WA ITERZHE. EMARILERF. (EFESL)

The Beijing Internet Court Reports on the Handling of Cases Related to Personal
Information and Data

On 30 October 2024, the Beijing Internet Court held a press briefing on the trial of cases related to per-
sonal information and data, informing the trial of such cases and releasing eight typical cases. Accord-
ing to reported, personal information protection cases involving information type is relatively rich,
contains both the basic personal information, such as phone number, id number, etc., also have caused
by artificial intelligence technology “Al face-changing” and other new types of infringement cases,
including a variety of derivative information, also include a lot of personal information which is not
explicitly listed by law, such as user order transaction details on e-commerce platform, customer ser-
vice communication records, etc.(More)

& [E ¥ 95 5 J 3R B Ak or

202410208, 20242 HHEFALE LT R, Aa b aEHERTERRE, 5HEK
s, FImEMLTER . BEERHKEZR. BERKEEER 2 FERALNLT KL
EXReFENF. KRaflE, 2EEMHEEAIRAR —eERERAKE KL, 31770
BEETHRESLAE, WREEEFFLLRE. (EEES)

The National Data Group Alliance Is Established

On 20 October 2024, the 2024 Global Digital Business Conference opened in Shanghai. The confer-
ence aims to promote international data exchange and cooperation, and form a year-round exchange
and cooperation mechanism with international organizations such as Hong Kong Association of Sci-
ence and Technology, SGTech, Germany International Data Space, International Data Management
Association and so on. During the conference, the first national data group affirmative organization —
the National Data Group Alliance—was established to enhance collaboration among data enterprises
across provinces and cities and to accelerate the development of the data-driven industry. (More)

ARNFAFR (KER2BEY M T FE TR

20245104208, *MMEA LA, MMNTHRNAKRETHEZ2RF XS, KRXRLEH
ZeWF, FEAERREERGH. AMTREIKRE (KEZLE) 22X TR FE
RAKRIE, #T7E4E, FRARTSH THRATEAT. ALEAHANBZLEEREFTIH
BREBMENNTHEIEHNEELZREXFRETTT, EAEEHENE R E®
FATAMREEREMPE, AP EEZLRENNET R, (EFEESL)
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https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/500PiHzTpl3VZ9Vg75lbwg
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/500PiHzTpl3VZ9Vg75lbwg
http://sh.people.com.cn/n2/2024/1020/c134768-41013691.html
http://sh.people.com.cn/n2/2024/1020/c134768-41013691.html
file:///C:/Users/李纯/Desktop/The%20two%20companies%20violated%20the%20Data%20Safety%20Law%20and%20were%20punished%20by%20the%20Zhengzhou%20Cyberspace%20Administration%20Office%20On%20October%2020,2024,%20Zhengzhou%20Cyberspace%20Administration%20announced%20th
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Two Companies Violates the Data Security Law and Are Punished by the Zhengzhou
Cyberspace Administration Office

On 20 October 2024, Zhengzhou Cyberspace Administration announced that two companies in Zheng-
zhou failed to fulfill their network security protection obligations and did not take necessary security
protection, resulting in the theft of a large number of sensitive data. According to the Data Security
Law, the Zhengzhou Cyberspace Administration ordered the two companies to correct, gave them a
warning and imposed an administrative fine of 50,000 yuan. Both companies have weak network secu-
rity awareness leading to sensitive information disclosure. Zhengzhou Cyberspace Office will strength-
en supervision, inspection and law enforcement of data security protection obligations and important
data leakage risks, and further create a safe and stable network environment.(More)

BAR: RAREE R B EIEEE L R T -F 5541 %t Selectra i 80,0008k 7t

2024410 A22H, BEAFI#HKERYFF (Garante) 7E L ES28H AR F AH T HE4725 k7, DU
R CGRFZHERFLH) (GDPR) # i, *fSelectra SpALL 80,0008k TTil 1 2k . MWKHEZ
ET2021512A28HERM—THFTRETN. BIFAR, RERBFH— KA LRELFER
FAEERARELE, MARET HAFAHAKSHNERRES. BAAKERY B d, Selectra
WHBAET R ZN, BHACHERT 6F %, HER/NMOUARFEERGREN

E T ERERE, &AFEKIEFEI A Selectratk LL80,000 Bk 7t #y 51 21 F T~ 4 25 1F 38 3T JH T &, F o
HEMT R — P A ERE, (EFEFEL)

Garante Fines Selectra €80, 000 for Unlawfully Making Backups of Employee
Emails

On 22 October 2024, the Italian data protection authority (Garante) published in its newsletter no. 528,
its decision no. 472, in which it imposed a fine of €80,000 on Selectra SpA following violations of the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The Garante noted that the investigation started following
a complaint filed on December 28, 2021.The complainant claimed that the company they were a com-
mercial agent for had kept their company email account active despite the termination of their collabo-
rative relationship. The Garante stated that the processing carried out by Selectra was unlawful, given
that it violated the principles of lawfulness, data minimization, and storage limitation. For these rea-
sons, Garante fined Selectra 80,000 euros and ordered no further processing of data through software
used for email backup.(More)

FRE: FEREEKEMRTZE R 4 X LinkedIn Ireland & 3.112%

202410 F24H, ZRZHERFERSERN A T 4 4440% (LinkedIn) 8& 8 s £ 46 ZA
ks,

EXRBEEY, ZEREZFERFERCELFTFETREANHRTAFLATAGTBEE R ER BT
KB ANABENEL, XERFBESRETAETFE LAENMAKTHEAEAF. AR ESH
WAL AES-EREL (Dr Des Hogan) 5 #/K-# &= (Dale Sunderland) £ EfEH,



https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/TNdGXuqWwebR0xfcK6DPvA?poc_token=HLNoI2ejLu5iaWbkdG0Ja7lDuwBNqLc9vRcPiIht
https://legacy.dataguidance.com/news/italy-garante-fines-selectra-80000-unlawfully-making
https://legacy.dataguidance.com/news/italy-garante-fines-selectra-80000-unlawfully-making
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Irish Data Protection Commission Fines Linkedin Ireland €310 Million

On 24 October, 2024, the Irish Data Protection Commission (DPC) has announced its final decision
following an inquiry into LinkedIn Ireland Unlimited Company (LinkedIn).

The inquiry examined LinkedIn’s processing of personal data for the purposes of behavioural analysis
and targeted advertising of users who have created LinkedIn profiles (members). The decision, which
was made by the Commissioners for Data Protection, Dr Des Hogan and Dale Sunderland, and notified
to LinkedIn on 22 October 2024, concerns the lawfulness, fairness and transparency of this processing.
The decision includes a reprimand, an order for LinkedIn to bring its processing into compliance, and

administrative fines totalling €310 million. (More)

#13R 7= X Intellectual Property

wE RV RIREMEEF3ISC TR MR

2024410 A23 H, FHAIR Loy & JFOR s A s A IR 2 8] A0 R 7 43 FE R SR B TR 2 ]
B A AR INE R AE. ARAFZIE AT E R EAR . B IR E & &R 40K
WHERANUY . EXRHFEF, EREARERAR, AXQEAEZT (FERID , X7
B#ETELETHRFERERULT REBAAREROREZS, FRET TR
=B EIAT BRI, DURCE S AR 7 AR B & A AR K

B, IRTHAFENERFRAY, ExEmARERNEIRFEMT, % -FHX T A x
W, LAXTIHESERGWENEAFRAEITT AT ERpE, BRE, LETZ. AER
AR AREAREREEECRBNAEBER, FNEFERRFREL,

R A

Supreme Court: Successful Mediation of Intellectual Property Dispute Totalling
138 Million Yuan

On October 23, 2024, RIGOL Technologies Co., Ltd. and SIGLENT Technologies Co., Ltd. simultane-
ously issued an announcement on the results of a series of disputes between the two companies, totaling
138 million yuan, involving patent infringement, commercial defamation, and malicious intellectual
property litigation. During the trial, through mediation by the Supreme People's Court, the two compa-
nies signed a "Settlement Agreement," whereby each party agreed to withdraw its civil cases from the
Shanghai Intellectual Property Court and the Guangdong High People's Court, as well as the adminis-

10


https://www.dataprotection.ie/en/news-media/press-releases/irish-data-protection-commission-fines-linkedin-ireland-eu310-million
https://www.dataprotection.ie/en/news-media/press-releases/irish-data-protection-commission-fines-linkedin-ireland-eu310-million
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trative litigation from the Beijing Intellectual Property Court and the patent invalidation request from
the China National Intellectual Property Administration.

Source: RIGOL Technologies Co., Ltd., SIGLENT Technologies Co., Ltd.
e ERA: FEAEARARERLBFE I TELMZEFHAT AL

NH, sBmARERARFREEFET LIRALERRAELAAFERLFATERX, £ X
R AEXHRHLAFALEEEAMEMUL R, G5 RYREWRERNANE RATHF LA
BH, AR RAGWTEL T LB R EUBRAMTLEE NG TR ELEETTNATA
AL “#57 FRABARAANBE LT, B—FFEFA &R RE AN AL RAAT
ATRREEU “BARFATA” HaRAFTTAFRK. —FEHAE, ERFERATREH
ENBATT ERARFARNEIX S

RiE: wEARER

Supreme Court: Determination of Conduct Involving Unauthorized Copying and
Removal of Company Trade Secrets from Business Premises

Recently, the Intellectual Property Court of the Supreme People's Court concluded an appeal case in-
volving Beijing Company A and Cao, Wang, and Beijing Company B in a dispute over the misappro-
priation of trade secrets. After comprehensively reviewing the facts and circumstances of the accused
parties' conduct, the court ruled that the unauthorized copying and removal of company trade secrets
without legitimate reason constituted the misappropriation of the rights holder's trade secrets through
"theft." The court also clarified that the infringing actions taken by the company's legal representative
in a personal capacity could not be simply attributed to "fulfilling official duties" on behalf of the
company. Following the second-instance ruling, the accused parties promptly and voluntarily com-
plied with the effective judgment.

Source: Supreme People's Court

FINERRF: BN EFAHARERNEHET “REPE” FELESFHS

HH, TORAGE—REESH “FlEVE” HFELESHUDEHFHATHF. T
BRMERAT. TEBRAERFEADLANEINEA DAL R REE M, AT
D ERRET — RO T DR R A B, B RS W BT A

TH#NaH N ERENRE RN TELZRARERELAELRFUD 2K, —F &t
WH, BT MR (RAESREFE) F/\ELE _FAHW “HHREEBREETH” UK
F+ 45 3G ANABRAFELHA LM ERN AL LEETAH” , ZFrltfs
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Shenzhen Court: First Domestic Judgment on Unfair Competition in Cross-
Border E-commerce Related to ""Fake Reviews and Fictitious Transactions"

Recently, Amazon won a lawsuit in an unfair competition case involving "fake reviews and false en-
dorsements" in cross-border e-commerce. Amazon.com, Inc. and Amazon Services LLC discovered
that a Shenzhen-based company and Mr. Liu were operating a website offering Amazon sellers ser-
vices to artificially boost product reviews and rankings on Amazon's platform.

Amazon filed an unfair competition lawsuit in the Bao'an District People's Court in Shenzhen. The
court of first instance determined that the defendants' actions constituted "assisting in false advertis-
ing" under Article 8, Paragraph 2 of the Anti-Unfair Competition Law and "other acts of unfair com-
petition utilizing technological means" under Article 12, Paragraph 2. The second-instance court up-
held the initial ruling, and the judgment has come into effect.

Source: Shenzhen Court
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Guangdong Court: Medium and Technique Are Not Considered for Originality in
Works; Highest Court Reassigns Copyright of Chaozhou Woodcarving Design to
Original Designer of the Drawing

Recently, Amazon won a lawsuit in an unfair competition case involving "fake reviews and false en-
dorsements" in cross-border e-commerce. Amazon.com, Inc. and Amazon Services LLC discovered
that a Shenzhen-based company and Mr. Liu were operating a website offering Amazon sellers ser-
vices to artificially boost product reviews and rankings on Amazon's platform.

Amazon filed an unfair competition lawsuit in the Bao'an District People's Court in Shenzhen. The
court of first instance determined that the defendants' actions constituted "assisting in false advertis-
ing" under Article 8, Paragraph 2 of the Anti-Unfair Competition Law and "other acts of unfair com-
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petition utilizing technological means" under Article 12, Paragraph 2. The second-instance court upheld
he initial ruling, and the judgment has come into effect.

Source: Guangdong Court
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AIPPI World Intellectual Property Congress Adopts the "2024 AIPPI Hangzhou
Resolution"

On October 22, the four-day 2024 AIPPI World Intellectual Property Congress concluded in Hangzhou.
The Executive Committee of the Congress reviewed and approved the "2024 AIPPI Hangzhou Resolu-
tion." Over the four days, approximately 2,300 intellectual property professionals from 92 countries and
regions gathered in Hangzhou to discuss the Congress theme, "Balanced Protection and Innovative De-
velopment of Intellectual Property." Around one hundred exchange sessions were held, fostering broad
consensus on cooperation and stimulating innovation.

The "2024 AIPPI Hangzhou Resolution" was one of the Congress's core achievements. This resolution
covers four research topics: "International Harmonization of Disclosure Requirements and Consequenc-
es of Non-Compliance," "Conflicts Involving Composite Trademarks with Non-Distinctive Elements,"
"Parody Defenses in Copyright," and "Baseless Allegations of Intellectual Property Infringement." The
"2024 AIPPI Hangzhou Resolution" will be officially released approximately two weeks after the Con-
gress concludes and submitted to WIPO, WTO, and legislative, IP administrative, and judicial bodies in
major countries and regions worldwide. It is expected to serve as an important reference for formulating
IP laws and policies.

Source: XinhuaNet
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Rules Marvel and DC's Jointly Held
"Superhero'" Trademark Invalid, Now in the Public Domain

On September 26, the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office issued a highly anticipated ruling, declaring that the four trademarks jointly held by Marvel and
DC Comics, including "Super Hero" and "Super Heroes," had been abandoned due to failure to effec-
tively maintain and use them, resulting in a loss of trademark rights.

According to the Lanham Act, a trademark's core function is to help consumers distinguish products
and services of different companies. The Board found that Marvel and DC, as competitors jointly hold-
ing the trademark, failed to clearly distinguish their products in the market and did not take sufficient
measures to prevent the term from becoming generic. As a result, "Super Hero" gradually became a
generic term, losing its distinctiveness and consequently its legal status as a trademark.

Furthermore, the Board noted that the two companies had long failed to take effective legal action
against third-party usage of "Super Hero," further demonstrating the trademark's weakening in the
marketplace. Consequently, the court ruled that the trademark had been abandoned due to lack of ef-
fective use and is no longer protected under trademark law.

Source: National Law Review
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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